ENGLAND  IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
England re-
solves to
coerce the
colonies.
The port of
Boston is
closed
and the
Charter of
Massachu-
setts with-
drawn.
The First
Congress
meets.
 to raise taxation from the colonies, then, because of the
complete absence of colonial unity, a system of federation
was the only alternative to some form of imposition by the
English Government. But even had England been ready
for such a system, which she certainly was not, the under-
lying sense of dissatisfaction which colonial grievances
had left and the inability of the separate colonies to co-
operate would have rendered it wholly impossible. More-
over, the question of federation and of the Imperial Con-
stitution should have been considered before that of the
taxation of the colonies, and apart from it, or it would have
been weakened by the deep-rooted unwillingness of the
Americans to pay taxes to England and the inflexible
legalism of the English,
Th^Bpston Tea Party was an outrage: England had now
to choose between coercion	"arid surrender, and she chose
coercion. This task, however, was much more difficult
than it would have been even ten years earlier, for patriots,
who had twice tasted the joy of forcing England to abandon
her policy, would not readily submit to a new attempt at
coercion.
In 1774, the English Government closed the port of Boston
until satisfaction should be given to the East India Company:
at the same time the Government of Massachusetts was
removed to Salem. The Charter of the colony was with-
drawn and remodelled, the new Constitution giving the
Crown considerably more power. These measures not only
stiffened the opposition in Massachusetts, but also elicited
expressions of sympathy and the provision of support for the
rebel colony from Virginia, Maryland and South Carolina,
Meanwhile, Samuel Adams was uniting the American
opposition. As a result of his labours, a Congress began
to meet at Philadelphia in September, 1774, to which all
the colonies, except Georgia, sent representatives. This
Congress immediately approved the resolutions of Massachu-
setts that no obedience was due to recent Acts of Parlia-
ment, that no taxes should be paid, and that officials should
be seized if they attempted to make arrests. Congress
demanded a repeal of thirteen Acts, passed since 1763,

